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MEMORIAL FOR JOHN ALBERT KIELY 

J hn Albert Kieley was born October 10, 1~99, in 
o k e of the children of John Henry Kiely and 

Covington, Kentuc y, on f h' father'S occupation as a salesman, 
Martina Clements. Because 0 1S . k . D t 't 
. h'ld he lived in Cincinnati; COy ng on, Kentuc y, e r01 , 
as a c 1 . U" 
Michigan; Paris, Kentucky; and Chlcago, I oolS. 

He attended grade schools and hi.gh schools ~n Covingto~, 
Kentucky, and in Chicago, Illinois, gradua ng fr?m h1gh sc~ool in 
Chicago. He had no formal education beyond ~hl S, but stud1ed the 
Classics under the Bishop of Covington. The B shop hoped that he 
would become a priest, but John decided to be a lawyer a,nd ~as 
permitted to enter Chase College of Law because of his hlgh 
equivalency test, which was accepted in lieu of a college education. 

He was an individual practitioner for several years until 
he became a member of the firm of Merland, O'Meara, Santen &. 
Willging. In 1949, he became a partner in the law firm of Rendigs, 
Fry, Kiely &. Dennis. He was a member of the Cincinnati, Ohio and 
American Bar Associations and the International Association of 
Insurance Counsel. He was honored by being elected to membership 
in the American CoUege of Trial Lawyers. 

lie taught many years at Chase Law School and lectured 
at the Medical School of the University of Cincinnati. 

On June 14, 1930, he married Petronella Trimbur, a 
graduate of the College of Music in Cincinnati. He had two children, 
John Patrick Kiely and Mayduane Kiely Longtin. 

In 1962 he became a member of The Literary Club, which 
he considered the highest honor he could receive. He was sponsored 
by Bert Smith of "Acres of Books." Bert Smith was considered an 
authority on rare books. He made good use of his classical studies 
and his ability to translate Medieval Latin in writing many 
outstanding papers for the Club, perhaps the most fascinating of 
which was his paper entitled "Pope Joan," in which he portrayed one 
of the medieval popes as being a woman. This was, of course, purely 
ficti tious. 

When John was no longer able to attend the meetings of 
the Club because of age and physical infirmities, he insisted on 
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resigning from the Club, although many of the members tried to 
persuade him to continue his membership. Nevertheless, when an 
endowment fund was established, he contributed to it even though he 
was no longer a member of the Club. 

He supported the Symphony Orchestra and many other 
cuI tur al instl tutions. 

He died on May 29, 1986, but his memory will be honored 
as long as anyone who knew him is alive. 

Robert M. Galbraith 
D. Marc Routt 




